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Ltinlin Upp. Qtpphtiwd winubbgur MNwuning winud  JdEbbnhyh  gumdwlub
Juptinpugnyt hwuwwwnni phrabditipkt «Unipp Uwpynuh UGS Fyypubting»hin (Scuola Grande di
San Marco):

«Upninjuy» Jud «Upnu»btpp  Jbbtnmytiwt <wuwpuljuytinniptub uke
uppuwphwubbtipne tnpuypugniphiibiin tht, npnigdl topp hwwnp «itid» npulniudp Yn
Uptht hptitg pwgunhl Jwpinpmpbwdp, G np 4p gnpdtht nputu  dulnipuyht,
gtinupnibumwub, wphtunwnpujut Gbdwpubbtp jud wynudpbtp, thubgquduwyh npytu
pbyipwhtt  odwblnuyniptiwbd, gpEwuhpnipbwd bt qopwlgnipbwd  Ytnpnbbtp® nip
htinhtwuinp Jupybtnbbtpnt  wpwebnpynipbudp §p nuppbnithtt wpnitunmwgbnbtipne,
dnwinpulubd gnpdhstitipni, Jupbiinp wphtunmwinpbtipnr utipninbbipp: Wyn npupuingbbipn
thtt Jhwbquiwyh, hpkhig winudbtpnit hwdwp, Jotwlwbh ti hngtiinp Ytwbph pnytip,
hrswpwbiiphipp”® hp juwnnil Jubnbwgpnipbwdp:  Gnpstwlubhtt dky wbnlp Yhpntight
Jhbtimhyh hwiwphowphuwyhtt suhwbhpny  wljiunnt G qugqupbwnhp  wpnituni  n
wlnypp:

31 8nibnmiwup Gupwpe tiptyntwb, Ywubwinp hwbnhuwnpniptiudp 2tnphnikgun S. Lhink
Upp. Otphtimbht® «Unipp Uwplynup UGS Fwypwbingyh Nwuniny winuidh whwnnnup,
Qunwingh «drwug <uljhyy (Guardian grando) “knljm. Uwphny ®njh Ynndk h dipjuynipbwub
nupuwingh pwgnid winudbbpne b pupbudbtpne puqinietwbd dp, npnbp Yp Ggbbhic
Yupomtiwtipnt U. Qwqup Ghtinkightt (San Lazzaro dei Mendicanti): Wju wnpht hopp S.
Ltint Upp. Obphtiwb dwwnmnigwbdtg hwinhuwinp U. Muwnwpwug, dwubwlgniptudp U.
Qwqupnt Uhihpwptwi Uwpugubph <ugptipnid ni Gnpuypiitipnid tie ipgignnniptiudp” U.
Uwpinup Uwyp wwbwph thnpu-ppdpudup Uwkbunpny Swuphtt (uthwshnihh Juipud
tipgswhunidh: Swuphtt Outhwshnh wnwghtt Yhoth £ np, Gopp hwphip wwwuphbtpt h ytp,
wndwbth Gjunniwd E wyu jnjd ypunmniwpbp yqupymothi:

bp puipnghtt dky Q-tipy. Qkphtiwt winpunupauwr JEbtnhjh e <ugnipbut hwqupunitiugyg
Juuytinni, npnilg wuwlp tnud L Upnhpwp Wppwhop ti hp Uhwpwibniptwd Juybjud
pwgwnhy hhippiuniphiip dtutinmhyh dke: Wa pingdtig” np hptlt phdwyniwd wyu wuwnhip
htp Up Guwk npuybtu phdwyniwd Uhihpwph wwb, np tnud £ hp hngliinp oppwbp, bt
Uhuhpuph b piindtebd” hwdwyt <uyniptiub:

Wyu winphy, dwubtwinp hpuibpny dhttbwytd dEttnmhl dwdwbbp Ep juynmith nnignijuhwp
Uwtunpny Qpwd bihtyotwbh, np U. Mumwpugh ujugpbuwnpniptwd G npn) wyuhtipnih
nninnijh  hngbwwpwp niwgp pdwybkg, Juwwpbing h dheh wyng, Shtqtipuywb
Juwnpnuuybtwn U. Gphgnp bupbijughh «<wiinit hweniyp® dhoy Muumwpughsp Yp upnup
i)t Lwpbklughh hnglipnitjuy wnoppp U. <nqinjl ningnniwd, juwnnil] Guhulynuynuuui
hwinhuwunpniptiwi:

Jhtlitimhy, 1 ®npniwn 20 QhFIU
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PRESS RELEASE

VENICE HONOURS LEVON ARCH. ZEKIYAN

H.G. Levon Arch. Zekiyan has been nominated as a honorary member of the «Scuola Grande di
San Marco», one of the most prestigious historical institutions of Venice.

«Scuolays or «Schola»s were lay bortherhoods in the Venetian Republic of the Serenissima, and
seven of them, because of their importance, bore the qualification «grande» (great). These Scholas
worked as cultural, artistic, and artisanal academies and unions. They were at the same time centres
of social aid, of charity and of solidarity. Outstanding masters guided the development of entire
generations of artists, cultural operators, and artists in those schools. Each Schola had its own
statutes, while at the same time, they promoted the religious and spiritual life of their members as
unions. Actually, these Scholas forged the great Venetian art and culture, at an astounding worldly
level.

On the evening of Saturday, 31% of January, the title of Honorary member of the «Scuola Grande
di San Marco» was bestowed to H.G. Levon Arch. Zekiyan, during a special ceremony, by the
«Guardian grando» (the Great Guardian) of the Schola, Dr. Mario Po'. The rite was attended by a
great number of members of the Schola and of friends of Arch. Zekiyan who filled the church of
San Lazzaro dei Mendicanti, the church of the Brotherhood. H.G. Levon Zekiyan celebrated the
solemn Mass with the participation of the monks of the Island of San Lazzaro in the Venice
Lagoon, the Heasdquarters of the Mekhitarist Congregation. The Liturgy was accompanied by a
Choir led by M° Justine Rappaccioli, the first woman, since seven hundred years, to act as «Maestro
sostituto» of the Choir of Saint Mark's Basilica.

H.G. Zekiyan in his homily put in evidence the centuries-long ties between Venice and the
Armenians at all levels of culture and of social life. The exceptional hospitality offered to Abbot
Mekhitar and to his Congregation by the Serenissima of Venice was the crowning of this millennial
relationship. Mgr. Zekiyan said that he considers the honour conferred to him as granted to
Mekhitar’s House and through this House to the Armenian people.

M° Aram Ipekdjian, the well-known dudukist who was specially invited from Vienna for this
occasion, played some pieces of duduk at the beginning and in some moments of the Holy Liturgy.
He also accompanied with the melody of «Havoon havoony, the master.piece of St. Gregory of
Narek, Doctor universal, while the celebrant read the prayer of the saint addressed to the Holy
Spirit, a prayer which is particular to the Mass celebrated by a Bishop.
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